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Diversity Rocks the Book  

2020 Book Selections 
 

 

The DRB project planning committee, comprised of local educators, librarians, and service organization 

representatives, selected the following picture and chapter books for this year. In selecting the titles, the 

committee considered a wide array of characters, experiences, and points of view. Many of the books have 

received multiple awards and critical acclaim. All of the books were released this past year. Copies of these books 

will be distributed to preK-8th grade schools in the City of Holland in May, followed by teacher training 

opportunities, parent education programs, and guest reader visits to the schools for the 2020-21 school year.  

Picture Books 

 

 Mango Moon, Diane de Anda (PreK-4th) 

HC $12.89 

When a father is taken away from his family and facing deportation, his family is left 

to grieve and wonder about what comes next. Maricela, Manuel, and their mother 

face the many challenges of having their lives completely changed by the absence of 

their father and husband. Moving to a new house, missed soccer games and birthday 

parties, and emptiness are now the day-to-day norm. Mango Moon shows what life is 

like from a child’s perspective when a parent is deported, and the heartbreaking 

realities they have to face, but Maricela learns that her love for her father is 

sustained even though he is no longer part of her daily life. 

 

 The Proudest Blue, Ibtihaj Muhammad (PreK-4th) 

HC $16.19  PB $17.12 

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the first day of school is 

going to be special. It’s the start of a brand new year and, best of all, it’s her older 

sister Asiya’s first day of hijab–a hijab of beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving 

to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in the face of hurtful, 

confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong. 

Paired with Hatem Aly’s beautiful, whimsical art, Olympic medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad and Morris Award finalist 

S.K. Ali bring readers an uplifting, universal story of new experiences, the unbreakable bond between siblings, 

and of being proud of who you are. 
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 When Aidan Became A Brother, Kyle Lukoff (PreK-3th) 

HC $18.95 

When Aidan was born, everyone thought he was a girl. His parents gave him a 

pretty name, his room looked like a girl’s room, and he wore clothes that other 

girls liked wearing. After he realized he was a trans boy, Aidan and his parents 

fixed the parts of life that didn’t fit anymore, and he settled happily into his new 

life. Then Mom and Dad announce that they’re going to have another baby, and 

Aidan wants to do everything he can to make things right for his new sibling from 

the beginning—from choosing the perfect name to creating a beautiful room to picking out the cutest onesie. 

But what does “making things right” actually mean? And what happens if he messes up? With a little help, Aidan 

comes to understand that mistakes can be fixed with honesty and communication, and that he already knows 

the most important thing about being a big brother: how to love with his whole self. When Aidan Became a 

Brother is a heartwarming book that will resonate with transgender children, reassure any child concerned 

about becoming an older sibling, and celebrate the many transitions a family can experience. 

 

Where Are You From, Yamile Saied Mendez (PreK-3rd) 
HC $15.79 
 
Tells the story of one girl who constantly gets asked a simple question that 
doesn’t have a simple answer. A great conversation starter in the home or 
classroom—a book to share, in the spirit of I Am Enough by Grace Byers and 
Keturah A. Bobo. 

When a girl is asked where she’s from—where she’s really from—none of her 
answers seems to be the right one. 

Unsure about how to reply, she turns to her loving abuelo for help. He doesn’t give her the response she 
expects. She gets an even better one. 

Where am I from? 

You’re from hurricanes and dark storms, and a tiny singing frog that calls the island people home when the sun 
goes to sleep.... 

With themes of self-acceptance, identity, and home, this powerful, lyrical picture book will resonate with 
readers young and old, from all backgrounds and of all colors—especially anyone who ever felt that they don’t 
belong. 

A Spanish-language edition, ¿De dónde eres?, is also available. HC $17.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 



www.diversityrocksthebookholland.com 
 
 

 
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story, Kevin Noble Maillard (PreK-3rd) 

HC $14.04 

 

Fry bread is food. 

It is warm and delicious, piled high on a plate. 

Fry bread is time. 
It brings families together for meals and new memories. 

Fry bread is nation. 
It is shared by many, from coast to coast and beyond. 

Fry bread is us. 
It is a celebration of old and new, traditional and modern, similarity and difference. 

Told in lively and powerful verse by debut author Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is an evocative depiction of a 

modern Native American family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura Belpre Award winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana 

Martinez-Neal. Multiple awards. 

 

Rocket Says Look Up, Nathan Byron (PreK-2) 
HC $11.48  PB $10.86 
 
A comet will be visible tonight, and Rocket wants everyone to see it with her--even 
her big brother, Jamal, whose attention is usually trained on his phone or video 
games. Rocket's enthusiasm brings neighbors and family together to witness a once-
in-a-lifetime sighting. Perfect for fans of Ada Twist, Scientist and Cece Loves Science--
Rocket Says Look Up! will inspire readers of all ages to dream big as it models 
Rocket's passion for science and infectious curiosity. 
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Chapter Books 
 

Look Both Ways, Jason Reynolds- Grades 4+ 

PB $7.99 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from 

the sky. But no one saw it happen. They were all too busy— 

Talking about boogers. 

Stealing pocket change. 

Skateboarding. 

Wiping out. 

Braving up. 

Executing complicated handshakes. 

Planning an escape. 

Making jokes. 

Lotioning up. 

Finding comfort. 

But mostly, too busy walking home. 

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal bell rings, and 

brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the walk 

home, and in life. 

 

 The Best at It, Maulik Pancholy- Grades 4+ 

PB $7.99 

Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town in Indiana. The start of 

middle school is making him feel increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the 

whole world, his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: Find one 

thing you’re really good at and become the BEST at it. 

Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul’s brain. While he’s not quite sure 

what that special thing is, he is convinced that once he finds it, bullies like Brent Mason 

will stop torturing him at school. And he won’t be worried about staring too long at his 

classmate Justin Emery. With his best friend, Chelsea, by his side, Rahul is ready to 

crush this challenge.... But what if he discovers he isn’t the best at anything? 

Funny, charming, and incredibly touching, this is a story about friendship, family, and the courage it takes to live 

your truth. 



www.diversityrocksthebookholland.com 
 
 

 

 The Usual Suspects, Maurice Broaddu- Grades 4+ 

PB $7.99 

Thelonius Mitchell is tired of being labeled. He’s in special ed, separated from the 

“normal” kids at school who don’t have any “issues.” That’s enough to make all the 

teachers and students look at him and his friends with a constant side-eye. (Although 

his disruptive antics and pranks have given him a rep too.) 

When a gun is found at a neighborhood hangout, Thelonius and his pals become 

instant suspects. Thelonius may be guilty of pulling crazy stunts at school, but a 

criminal? T isn’t about to let that label stick. 

 

 Stargazing, Jen Wang- Grades 3+ 

PB $6.49 

Moon is everything Christine isn’t. She’s confident, impulsive, artistic . . . and though 

they both grew up in the same Chinese-American suburb, Moon is somehow unlike 

anyone Christine has ever known. 

When Moon’s family moves in next door to Christine’s, Moon goes from unlikely 

friend to best friend―maybe even the perfect friend. The girls share their favorite 

music videos, paint their toenails when Christine’s strict parents aren’t around, and 

make plans to enter the school talent show together. Moon even tells Christine her 

deepest secret: that she sometimes has visions of celestial beings who speak to her 

from the stars. Who reassure her that earth isn’t where she really belongs. 

But when they’re least expecting it, catastrophe strikes. After relying on Moon for everything, can Christine find 

it in herself to be the friend Moon needs? 

 
Other Words for Home, Jasmine Warga 
HC $12.99 
Newbery Honor Book 

Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the 
way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, 
Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. 

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that 
Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her 
new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. 

But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical 
that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. 
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The Moon Within, Aida Salaza 

PB $6 

Celi Rivera's life swirls with questions. About her changing body. Her first attraction to 

a boy. And her best friend's exploration of what it means to be genderfluid. 

 

But most of all, her mother's insistence she have a moon ceremony when her first 

period arrives. It's an ancestral Mexica ritual that Mima and her community have 

reclaimed, but Celi promises she will NOT be participating. Can she find the power 

within herself to take a stand for who she wants to be? 

 

A Spanish-language edition, La luna dentro de mi is also available. PB $6 
 


